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It is undeniable that the Southern rebellion is a war for 
slavery through the overthrow of the Federal Government. 
Its antecedents, its inception, the speeches and official papers 
of Davis and Stephens, its history thus far, all show it. 
Slavery is not only the object of the rebellion, but it is the 
right arm of its strength. The slaves, by their toil, furnish 
the sinews of the war the rebels are waging. Without their 
labor, they could not carry forward their project. The slaves 
not only till their soil and produce their supplies, but they 
build their fortifications, strengthen their columns, perform 
the menial service of their camps, and in a thousand ways 
contribute to their power, comfort and success. No matter 
how many men they put into the field, they do not weaken 
their agricultural force, for the whites do not labor, but 
almost every man who enters the Northern army is taken 
from some department of productive labor, and, by so much, 
diminishes our resources for conducting the war. 

If this rebellion, therefore, is to be put down, it will be 
found necessary to strike the decisive blow at the vulnerable 
and vital point to be found in the system of slavery. Not 
only is this necessary to weaken the power of the rebels, but, 
until it is done, there cannot be that unity, enthusiasm and 
strength in our own effort that is equal to the task we have 
in hand to accomplish. There has always been a large class 
at the North who have believed it to be the duty of the gov- 
ernment, at all times, to suppress slavery. To this class, 
tens of thousands have recently been added, who, while they 
have had scruples as to the right of the government to do it 
before, believe it to be both its right and duty to do it now. 
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iires of retribLitioii against that iniquitous system th-dl nad 
hatched the foul treason into existence and made strong the 
conspirators for their work of destruction and overthrow. 

The rebellion is now so formidable, so defiant, so murderous 
in its character, that all attempts at conciliation are not only 
useless, but are actually affording aid and comfort to the foe, 
and placing the government in the ridiculous posture of ex- 
erting itself ao-ainst its own cause. This is plainly a war of 
slavery against freedom, of a bloated aristocracy against the 
equal rights and dignity of the poor and laboring, many, and 
the government should boldly meet the enemy on his own 

■ issue, and strike for the freedom of all ; restore the national 
sovereignty wherever the slave oligarchy has caused it to trail 
in. the dust. How long shall we by concessions and half- 
measures weaken our own cause only to provoke the contempt 
of our foe"? Strike, in the name of God, at his vulnerable 

• point, free the slaves and let them swell the army of freedom, 
and thus save the lives of our brave men, and prevent the 
utter bankruptcy of the people, by bringing the war to a 
speedy and trimiiphai close. '5^11 the blood and treasure that 
are expended, that emancipation would save, the government 
is responsible for. Dare it take this responsibility any 
longer ? Had it rather welcome bloody battles, disgraceful 
and ruinous defeats, and the lamentation and mourning of 
the people, than to lay its crushing hand upon that accursed 
thing, named human slavery ? If so, God will give us battle, 
defeat and mourning to our full. North and South will both 
suffer until the one great object for which God means the wax- 
is accomplished— THE freedom of the enslaved. 
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